STARE

START seeks funds
for new bus wraps

Bank rescinds offer to
trade wraps for ads.

By Cara Froedge

The START bus service will. ask
nonprofit organizations and area busi-
nesses to subsidize new graphic wraps
mbusesaﬁeranuﬂ'a‘rfmmalumlhank
fell through. -

Michael Wad{arl}r. STARI‘ director,
said Rocky Mountain Bank will not
be funding the wraps of new buses.
The bank offered earlier this month to
pay for wraps on seven new buses in
exchange for some advertising, includ-
ing on the putside of the buges.

But after the START board met
last week and decided to ask Rocky
Mountain Bank to fund just three wraps
— without advertising on ths exterior
—- 8o other organizations could have
the opportunity to subsidize wraps, the
bank rescinded the offer.

“They were more interested in doing
something long term rather than just
doing three buses,” Wackerly said.

Instead, Wackerly said he expects
the START board to enact a program
in which organizations and businesses
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can subsidize the wraps, In return, they
would be given free advertising inside
the bus and publicity. There would be
no advertising placed on the exterior,

“At this point, Rocky Mountain
Bank is going to be notified of the pro-
gram and of this opportunity to resub-
mit a proposal just hike BVEI:P‘bOdb' else,”
Wackerly said. .

At Thursday’s meeting, the START
board decided to wrap the scenic prints
around only 25 percent uf the windows
of new buses.

The wraps cost between $8,000 and
.$11‘.] 000 per bus to instal.

In the past, buses have been fully
wrapped featuring such icons as moun-

. tain views and action sports.

In October, START board members

‘learned that funding shortages might
. mean the end of wraps on new buses.

Previpusly, the federal government
footed 80 percent to 90 percent of bus
costs, with the town and county fund-
ing the remaining 10 percent to 20 per-
cent. But there may not be any federal
funding for new buses,

The agency has a new bus sched-
uled to arrive in early December and
plans to buy seven more within 12 to

_ 18 months.
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